St. Louis Area Violence Prevention Commission
Quarterly Commission Meeting

July 24, 2026 | 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm | Harris Stowe State University

Mission: The St. Louis Area Violence Prevention Commission (VPC) works to reduce
violent crime in the region by promoting and advocating a coordinated, well - resourced
support system, policies, and interventions among area governments, institutions and
agencies that serve individuals and families most at risk of violent crime.

Vision: VPC envisions a St. Louis region where communities enjoy quiet nights and the
sounds of children playing during the days. St. Louis is a safe and desirable destination for
businesses and residents. All community members feel protected and served by law
enforcement and empowered to have a voice in important regional issues.
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AGENDA:

1. Welcome & Introductions
e VPC Team: Jessica Meyers, Serena Muhammad, Lisa Potts, Caitlyn Duncan
e Attendees: Lakeisha Turner, Cat Pitman, Hannah Sherrard, Tamara Jones,
Keithen Stallings, Charlene Williams, Donnita Hathaway, Machelle West, Jia
Lian Yang, Calencia Mitchell, Mike Doss, Kateri Chapman-Kramer, Destiny
Green, Carlette Smith, Conal Montgomery, Chris Sullivan, Jamarcus Smith,
Molly Imming, Benjamin Brodkin, Rasheed Ajayi, Arthurine Harris, Alice Dyle,
Liesl Fressola, Dennis Cook, Zaundrea Young, Elizabeth McQuaid, Emily
Stoinski, Cassandria White, David Pole, Claudine Allen, Jasmine Crawford,
Rene Knott, Amy Ladley, Craig Schmid, Jess Anderson, Wolf Smith, Poli Rijos
2. Review of VPC Structure
e Commission Meetings
o Meeting since 2016
o Hybrid of in person and virtual
e Committees
o VPC had a variety of committees that disbanded in 2025 pending
additional ad hoc opportunities
e Leadership Council
o Current iteration includes sector leaders related to social determinants
of health with no standing meetings, but a more advisory structure
3. Proposed Future VPC Structure
e VPC will suspend its Quarterly Meetings beginning now.
e In place of quarterly meetings, we will share information on ways to engage
through social media and a quarterly newsletter.



4. Review of Action Plan & Opportunities to Engage

e Objective 1: Coordinate the community level response to nonfatal shootings
to increase the number of individuals affected by gun violence who access
services

o Gun Violence Response Network front line or support services- Jessica
(jessica@stlareavpc.org)

oHandle with Care Schools or Law Enforcement- Lisa
(Ipotts@stimhb.org)

oNew Opportunities for Wellness COUNTY Partners- Lisa
(Ipotts@stimhb.org)

e Objective 2: Increase the number evidence-based programs and trauma
informed violence prevention programs funded by VPC and core funding
partners that address root causes of violence

o Youth Events or Youth Safe Spaces- Caitlyn (caitlyn@stlareavpc.org)
o Youth Workforce Partners- Caitlyn (caitlyn@stlareavpc.org)
oMHB Funded Partners- Jessica (jessica@stlareavpc.org)
227 Judicial Court- Family Subcontracted Services
CASA of St. Louis
Center for Women in Transition
Conflict Resolution Center
Crime Victim Center
East-West Gateway Council of Governments- Save Lives Now
FamilyForward
Foster Care Coalition of St. Louis
Freedom Community Center
10. Healing Action Network
11. Legal Behavioral-Health Integration Project
12. Legal Services of Eastern MO
a. Improving Education Outcomes for Children
b. Legal Advocacy for Adults with Mental Iliness
c. Youth & Family Advocacy
13. NAMI St. Louis
14. Safe Connections
a. Teen Dating Violence Prevention & Recovery
b. Therapy for Victims of Sexual & Relationship Violence

e Objective 3: By 2025, work with regional stakeholders to advance at least 1

recommendation from a previous regional public safety plan.
o Save Lives Now- Brandon Sterling (Brandon.Sterling@ewgateway.org)
o St. Louis Public Safety Collaborative- Farrakhan Shegog
(stlpubsafetycollab@gmail.com)
5. Sources of Info & Communication
e Would you read a VPC newsletter? If so, what should it include?
o Program updates & opportunities to engage
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o Statistics they can use to justify the work
oMore examples of what works in other places
o Announcements/spotlights of services that are available and the asks
they have of members
o Offers of training or services that could be held at other sites
o Training & volunteer opportunities
o What areas are left out of youth or other programming
6. Feedback on Proposal
e What did we miss? What would not having a quarterly meeting mean you
were missing?
o Networking- both big group and smaller service-based groups
o Knowledge about other organizations
1. Short presentations (2-3 minutes) on organizations and how to
engage
2. A resource fair for resource providers to attend

e bit.ly/vpcjuly2026
7. Partner Announcements

e From Emily Stoinski with Safe Connections- The Domestic Violence Fatality
Review Panel completed its first report after reviewing 8 domestic violence
murder-suicides. The report is available at
https://www.stlareavpc.org/ files/ugd/afcebl 9242952d27804f0487ee7c9fd
c5fc643.pdf

e From Alice Dyle with United Way- 211 has funding to provide transportation
for adults 18 and older who need to get to work. Call 211 to access.

e From Jessi LaRose with Missouri Foundation for Health- The Missouri
Collaborative on Firearm Research (MCFR) is pleased to announce the next
session of its monthly Learning and Skill Development Webinar Series on
Thursday, August 20 from 12:00-1:00 p.m. Central Time.

oJoin us for our August session, Beyond "The Community”: Navigating
Complexity in Community-Engaged Firearm Violence
Research, featuring Kathryn Bocanegra, Assistant Professor in the Jane
Addams College of Social Work at the University of lllinois Chicago, and
Marilyn Pitchford, Director of Violence Prevention at Breakthrough
Urban Ministries. Our presenters will explore how community
engagement often assumes there is a single "community voice,” yet
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practitioners know that communities are made up of people with
diverse experiences, priorities, and perspectives. Drawing from work
with homicide survivors, community violence intervention practitioners,
and public sector partners, this session will explore practical strategies
for engaging multiple voices, navigating competing perspectives, and
building authentic partnerships that strengthen firearm violence
prevention efforts.

oPlease click here to register
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